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This paper addresses the interplay between accreditation in higher education and 

academic integrity. Accreditation is a generally accepted instrument for assuring and 

improving quality of higher education but also considered to be effective for preventing acadeАic АalГЕacЗice. BaЖed ВБ Зhe eЛГeЕieБce Вf F)BAA, Зhe EИЕВГeaБ, iБЗeЕБaЗiВБallМ ВЕieБЗed accЕediЗaЗiВБ ageБcМ, Зhe aЕЗicle deЖcЕibeЖ Кhich АeaЖИЕeЖ aБ ageБcМ caБ Зake 
to maintain its own integrity and how accreditation can help universities to preserve a 

good academic practice. 

 
KeМКВЕdЖ: AccЕediЗaЗiВБ, higheЕ edИcaЗiВБ, acadeАic iБЗegЕiЗМ, acadeАic 

malpractices 

 

AccЕediЗaЗiВБ aЖ a КaМ ЗВ addЕeЖЖ Зhe ГЕВbleА Вf acadeАic АalГЕacЗiceЖ 
The main value and significance of a successful accreditation are the evidence 

of good quality and the reputation of the agency seal awarded to a higher education 

institution (HEI). But accreditation is also considered the most effective instrument 

for ensuring academic integrity and preventing systemic malpractice in higher edИcaЗiВБ. )З iЖ БВ eЛaggeЕaЗiВБ ЗВ ЖaМ ЗhaЗ Зhe ГЕВbleА Вf acadeАic АiЖcВБdИcЗ, i.e. ЙiВlaЗiВБЖ Вf eЗhical aБd legal ЖЗaБdaЕdЖ iБ higheЕ edИcaЗiВБ, iЖ ЗВ a ЙaЕМiБg degЕee 
present in any national system of higher education. This problem is compounded 

by the growing massification and diversification of higher education on the global Жcale. GeЕАaБ ИБiЙeЕЖiЗieЖ eБjВМ a ЖВlid iБЗeЕБaЗiВБal ЕeГИЗaЗiВБ, hВКeЙeЕ ЗheМ aЕe, 
as several scandals over doctoral theses of the prominent German politicians and ЖЗИdieЖ [ͳ, ГГ. ͳ͹ͺ-ͳͺͳ; ʹ, Г. ͵͸] haЙe ЖhВКБ, БВЗ ЗВЗallМ fЕee Вf iБfЕiБgeАeБЗ aБd 
dishonest behaviour. 
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CaИЖeЖ aБd ГВЖЖible ЖВlИЗiВБЖ ЗВ Зhe ГЕВbleА Вf acadeАic diЖhВБeЖЗМ, Кhich iБclИdeЖ ГlagiaЕiЖА, acadeАic ghВЖЗКЕiЗiБg, falЖificaЗiВБ Вf ЖcieБЗific daЗa, bЕibeЖ ЗВ eБЗeЕ a ИБiЙeЕЖiЗМ ВЕ ЗВ geЗ gВВd gЕadeЖ, cheaЗiБg iБ eЛaАЖ, bИМiБg diГlВАaЖ, БeГВЗiЖА iБ acadeАic ЕecЕИiЗiБg eЗc., haЙe beeБ ЖИbjecЗ Вf diЖcИЖЖiВБЖ КiЗhiБ Зhe glВbal acadeАic cВААИБiЗМ fВЕ decadeЖ. ReceБЗlМ, dИe ЗВ Зhe gЕВwing importance Вf eЛЗeЕБal ДИaliЗМ aЖЖИЕaБce ȋEQAȌ Вf higheЕ edИcaЗiВБ iБ EИЕВГe, АВЕe aЗЗeБЗiВБ haЖ beeБ Гaid ЗВ Зhe ЕВle Вf EQA iБ ГЕeЖeЕЙaЗiВБ Вf acadeАic iБЗegЕiЗМ. )Б Зhe eЛГeЕЗ cВААИБiЗМ, EQA iЖ iБcЕeАeБЗallМ ГeЕceiЙed aЖ a КaМ ЗВ "cВБfiЕА ЗhaЗ Зhe 
increasingly diverse higher education sector continues to benefit students and 

societies and discourages fraudulent and corrupt practices that undermine leaЕБiБg" [͵, Г. ͳʹͶ]. AГaЕЗ fЕВА Зhe БeceЖЖiЗМ Вf ВЙeЕall ЗЕaБЖГaЕeБcМ, ВБe ЕeaЖВБ fВЕ Зhe 
effectiveneЖЖ Вf eЛЗeЕБal ДИaliЗМ aЖЖИЕaБce lieЖ iБ Зhe facЗ ЗhaЗ EQA – and especially 

accreditation as one of its main forms – is based on pre-defined standards and 

requirements. HEIs are informed about these requirements relating to the 

conditions of admission to uБiЙeЕЖiЗieЖ, ДИalificaЗiВБ Вf ЗeachiБg ЖЗaff, cИЕЕicИla Вf ЖЗИdМ ГЕВgЕaААeЖ, eЛaАiБaЗiВБ АechaБiЖАЖ, ЗeachiБg aБd leaЕБiБg iБfЕaЖЗЕИcЗИЕe eЗc. SИbЖeДИeБЗlМ, aЖ ГaЕЗ Вf Зhe accЕediЗaЗiВБ ГЕВcedИЕe, aИЗhВЕiНed ВЕgaБiНaЗiВБЖ 
(agencies) prove the conformity of study programmes and HEIs with these quality 

standards. Another reason is that the accreditation by a credible accreditation body 

is as a rule associated with the recognition of the status of programmes and HEIs 

and is in many cases a necessary condition for their public funding. The third ЕeaЖВБ haЖ ЗВ dВ КiЗh Зhe ГИblicaЗiВБ Вf accЕediЗaЗiВБ ЕeЖИlЗЖ, Кhich eБableЖ iБЗeЕeЖЗed ГaЕЗieЖ, i.e. ГВЗeБЗial aГГlicaБЗЖ, ЖЗИdeБЗЖ aБd ЗheiЕ ГaЕeБЗЖ, eАГlВМeЕЖ, gВЙeЕБАeБЗЖ aБd ГВЗeБЗial ГaЕЗБeЕЖ, ЗВ gaiБ БeceЖЖaЕМ iБformation on institutions aБd ЗheiЕ ГЕВgЕaААeЖ [͵, Г. ͳʹͷ; Ͷ, ГГ. ͷͶ-ͷ͸]. A ЖИcceЖЖfИl cВАГleЗiВБ Вf 
accreditation serves as a recognized signal that a university or a study programme 

can be trusted. This means that accreditation also is transparent by itself and 

promotes the transparency.  (ВКeЙeЕ, iБ Зhe field Вf accЕediЗaЗiВБ ЗheЕe aЕe, ЗВВ, ЖВАe "diЖЕeГИЗable ГЕВЙideЕЖ" [ͷ, Г. ͹]. AlВБg КiЗh "degЕee АillЖ", Кhich iАiЗaЗe beiБg ИБiЙeЕЖiЗieЖ aБd Жell fake diГlВАaЖ, ЗheЕe aЕe "accЕediЗaЗiВБ АillЖ", Кhich are dubious accreditation ageБcieЖ, aКaЕdiБg bВgИЖ accЕediЗaЗiВБ ЖealЖ fВЕ a fee. EЙeБ Зhe eЖЗabliЖhed legiЗiАaЗe ageБcieЖ АaМ be eЛГВЖed ЗВ Зhe ЕiЖk Вf cВБflicЗ Вf iБЗeЕeЖЗ [͵, Г. ͳʹ͹; Ͷ, Г. ͷͲ] aБd АИЖЗ ЗheЕefВЕe Зake all ЕeaЖВБable АeaЖИЕeЖ ЗВ ГЕeЙeБЗ misconduct in 

accreditation. The development of authoritative international organizations in the field Вf ДИaliЗМ aЖЖeЖЖАeБЗ ЖИch aЖ ENQA, EQAR aБd )NQAA(E cВБЗЕibИЗeЖ ЗВ Зhe ЖВlИЗiВБ ЗВ ЗhiЖ ГЕВbleА, helГiБg ЗВ "ЖeГaЕaЗe Зhe КheaЗ fЕВА Зhe chaff" iБ Зhe field 

of accreditation. The prevalence of the Standards and Guidelines for quality aЖЖИЕaБce iБ Зhe EИЕВГeaБ (igheЕ EdИcaЗiВБ AЕea ȋESGȌ iБ EИЕВГe, Кhich fИБcЗiВБ aЖ cВdeЖ Вf gВВd ГЕacЗice fВЕ Зhe EИЕВГeaБ ДИaliЗМ aЖЖИЕaБce ageБcieЖ, iБcЕeaЖeЖ 
the importance of accreditation as a mechanism for maintaining academic integrity. ThИЖ, КiЗh ЕegaЕd ЗВ acadeАic АalГЕacЗiceЖ, accЕediЗaЗiВБ ГlaМЖ a ЗКВfВld ЕВle: iЗ cВИld be a ЖigБificaБЗ ГaЕЗ Вf Зhe ЖВlИЗiВБ ЗВ ГЕВbleАЖ iБ ЗhiЖ aЕea, bИЗ iБ ЖВАe 
cases it can also be a ГaЕЗ Вf Зhe ГЕВbleА. TheЕefВЕe, iБ Зhe fВllВКiБg ЖecЗiВБЖ Вf 
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ЗhiЖ aЕЗicle Кe Кill fВcИЖ ВБ F)BAAǯЖ ГВlicМ ЗВ АaiБЗaiБ iЗЖ ВКБ iБЗegЕiЗМ, aБd ЗheБ 
we will show how our agency helps universities in preserving respectable 

academic practice. 

 
)БЗegЕiЗМ Вf F)BAA F)BAA'Ж ЖГecific iБЗeЕeЖЗ iБ Зhe ЖИbjecЗ Вf acadeАic iБЗegЕiЗМ iЖ ЕelaЗed ЗВ Зhe 

fact that ensuring good academic practice lies at the heart of our agency’s mission ЖiБce iЗЖ cЕeaЗiВБ. )Б Зhe eaЕlМ ͳͻͻͲЖ, fiЕЖЗ MBA ЖЗИdМ ГЕВgЕaААeЖ haЙe beeБ 
introduced aЗ GeЕАaБ ИБiЙeЕЖiЗieЖ. FЕВА Зhe labВИЕ АaЕkeЗ ГeЕЖГecЗiЙe, Зhe ДИaliЗМ Вf ЗhiЖ БeК degЕee КaЖ БВЗ ЖИfficieБЗlМ ЗЕaБЖГaЕeБЗ, Кhich ГЕВdИced ИБceЕЗaiБЗМ 
over qualifications of future employees on the part of employers. A necessity arose 

to take a closer loВk aЗ Зhe БeК ЖЗИdМ ГЕВgЕaААeЖ. )Б ͳͻͻͶ, Зhe ceБЗЕal ЗЕade aБd eАГlВМeЕЖ' aЖЖВciaЗiВБЖ Вf GeЕАaБМ, AИЖЗЕia aБd SКiЗНeЕlaБd, eЖЗabliЖhed F)BAA 
with the aim to ensure and make transparent the quality of MBA programmes in 

German-speaking countries on the basis of stringent quality criteria. By the end of Зhe ͳͻͻͲЖ, iБ Зhe cВИЕЖe Вf Зhe BВlВgБa ГЕВceЖЖ, Зhe ЖcВГe Вf F)BAAǯЖ acЗiЙiЗieЖ haЖ beeБ eЛЗeБded, iБclИdiБg БeК BachelВЕ aБd MaЖЗeЕ ГЕВgЕaААeЖ aБd (E)Ж iБ ВЗheЕ EИЕВГeaБ cВИБЗЕieЖ. TВdaМ, F)BAAǯЖ АiЖЖiВБ iЖ ЗВ ГЕВАВЗe ДИaliЗМ, cВАГaЕabiliЗМ 
and transparency in international higher education by assessing and reviewing ЖЗИdМ ГЕВgЕaААeЖ iБ АaБМ diЖciГliБeЖ aБd (E)Ж iБ ЗВЗal. F)BAA aКaЕdЖ iЗЖ QИaliЗМ Seal ЗВ ГЕВgЕaААeЖ aБd (E)Ж, Кhich haЙe ЖИcceЖЖfИllМ cВАГleЗed accreditation 

procedures and thus proven their quality. Accreditation procedures confirm that 

HEIs and programmes follow the national and international standards and fulfil ЗheiЕ ВКБ ЖЗaЗed ВbjecЗiЙeЖ, alЖВ КiЗh ЕegaЕd ЗВ acadeАic iБЗegЕiЗМ. 
From the outseЗ, F)BAA aЗЗacheЖ gЕeaЗ iАГВЕЗaБce ЗВ eБЖИЕiБg Зhe iБЗegЕiЗМ Вf iЗЖ ВКБ acЗiЙiЗieЖ. TВ ЗhiЖ eБd, F)BAA fИlfillЖ a БИАbeЕ Вf cВБdiЗiВБЖ Кhich eБЖИЕe 

the proper functioning of all internal and external processes of the Agency. 

One necessary condition is the accВИБЗabiliЗМ Вf Зhe AgeБcМ, Кhich aiАЖ ЗВ eЖЗabliЖh Зhe ВbjecЗiЙiЗМ aБd ЕeliabiliЗМ Вf Зhe accЕediЗaЗiВБ ГЕВcedИЕe aБd iЗЖ ВИЗcВАe aБd aЖЖИЕe Зhe cЕedibiliЗМ Вf Зhe AgeБcМ ЗВ ЖЗakehВldeЕЖ [Ͷ, Г. ͸Ͳ; ͵, Г. ͳ͵Ͳ]. F)BAA achieЙeЖ ЗhiЖ gВal iБ ЗКВ АaiБ КaМЖ.  FiЕЖЗ, aЗ БaЗiВБal leЙel, F)BAA haЖ beeБ ВfficiallМ ЕegiЖЗeЕed iБ ЖeЙeЕal cВИБЗЕieЖ, 
which implies that the Agency is accountable to the respective state authorities and ВЗheЕ cВАГeЗeБЗ bВdieЖ. )Б GeЕАaБМ, F)BAA haЖ beeБ aИЗhВЕiЖed bМ Зhe GeЕАaБ 
Accreditation Council (GAC) to perform Programme and System Accreditations and 

to award the Seal of the GAC to state and state-recognised private universities. In AИЖЗЕia, Зhe FedeЕal MiБiЖЗЕМ fВЕ ScieБce aБd ReЖeaЕch haЖ iБclИded F)BAA iБ Зhe 'DecЕee ВБ QИaliЗМ AЖЖИЕaБce AgeБcieЖ', Кhich eБЗiЗleЖ Зhe AgeБcМ ЗВ caЕЕМ ВИЗ aИdiЗЖ aЗ AИЖЗЕiaБ (E)Ж. )Б SeГЗeАbeЕ ʹͲͳ͸, Зhe SКiЖЖ AccЕediЗaЗiВБ CВИБcil haЖ ЕecВgБiЖed F)BAA aЗ БaЗiВБal leЙel, Кhich АeaБЖ, ЗhaЗ ВИЕ ageБcМ iЖ БВК eБЗiЗled ЗВ 
perform Institutional Procedures aЗ ИБiЙeЕЖiЗieЖ iБ SКiЗНeЕlaБd. )Б NeЗheЕlaБdЖ, 
several staff members of FIBAA are recognised panel secretaries of the Nederlands 

Vlaamse Accreditatie Organisatie (NVAO) and FIBAA is thus entitled to conduct 

external programme evaluations at Dutch HEIs. In KaНakhЖЗaБ, Зhe MiБiЖЗЕМ Вf 
Education and Science has included FIBAA to the National Register of Accreditation 
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AgeБcieЖ. F)BAA'Ж deciЖiВБЖ ВБ accЕediЗaЗiВБ Вf ЖЗИdМ ГЕВgЕaААeЖ aЗ KaНakh (E)Ж 
are thus recognised by the Ministry. After the initial registration in the respective cВИБЗЕМ, F)BAA АИЖЗ ГeЕiВdicallМ, deГeБdiБg ВБ Зhe ЕeleЙaБЗ iБЖЗЕИcЗiВБЖ, Еe-

confirm that it fulfills the national requirements. SecВБdlМ, F)BAA haЖ ЙВlИБЗaЕilМ ЖИbjecЗed iЗЖelf ЗВ Зhe ESG aБd haЖ becВАe a fИll АeАbeЕ Вf  ENQA aЖ Кell aЖ haЖ beeБ ЕegiЖЗeЕed iБ Зhe EQAR, Кhich ГЕВЙideЖ a 
solid foundation for FIBAA’s reputation as a European agency and makes the FIBAA QИaliЗМ SealЖ iБЗeЕБaЗiВБallМ ЕecВgБiЖed. )Б ЗИЕБ, F)BAAǯЖ cВАГliaБce КiЗh Зhe ESG iЖ ЕeЙieКed bМ ENQA aБd EQAR ИБdeЕ Зhe procedure of renewing its membership 

or listing every five years.  AБВЗheЕ cЕИcial cВБdiЗiВБ fВЕ iБЗegЕiЗМ, ЗЕaБЖГaЕeБcМ aБd cЕedibiliЗМ Вf accЕediЗaЗiВБ ageБcieЖ iЖ ЗheiЕ iБdeГeБdeБce fЕВА ИБdИe iБflИeБce [Ͷ, Г. ͷͻ], Кhich 
is also one of the main requiremeБЗЖ Вf Зhe ESG [͹, Г. ʹʹ]. AЖ a ЕegiЖЗeЕed БВБ-profit fВИБdaЗiВБ, F)BAA haЖ legal, adАiБiЖЗЕaЗiЙe aБd fiБaБcial aИЗВБВАМ, Кhich АeaБЖ 
that our agency is solely responsible for its activities and that decisions and 

recommendations in its reports cannot be iБflИeБced bМ ЗhiЕd ГaЕЗieЖ, ЖИch aЖ (E)Ж, 
ministries or other actors. FIBAA’s autonomy is guaranteed by the regulations in 

the FIBAA statutes and rules of procedures as well as by the voluntary work of the F)BAA FВИБdaЗiВБ CВИБcil, accЕediЗaЗiВБ aБd aГГeal commissions. All actors 

involved in the work of these commissions sign confidentiality agreements and iАГaЕЗialiЗМ declaЕaЗiВБЖ. The FВИБdaЗiВБ CВИБcil, Кhich iЖ Зhe leadiБg bВaЕd Вf F)BAA, haЖ Зhe ЕighЗ ЗВ aГГeal agaiБЖЗ Зhe accЕediЗaЗiВБ cВААiЖЖiВБЖ, but can not 

give instructions in matters of accreditation. The final decisions on accreditation 

taken by the FIBAA accreditation commissions are solely based on the expert ЕeГВЕЗЖ, eЛГeЕЗ aЖЖeЖЖАeБЗЖ aЖ Кell aЖ Зhe ЖЗaЗeАeБЗЖ Вf Зhe (E)Ж. FИЕЗheЕАВЕe, Зhe 
accreditation commissions are free to deviate from the recommendations and 

resolutions of the experts when this appears necessary in view of conformity with 

the procedural principles. If a commissioner is not impartial (e.g. due to affiliation КiЗh a (E)Ȍ, then this member does not participate in shaping the opinion and the 

resolution by the commission for the corresponding procedure. FIBAA’s 

independence and freedom from instructions are proven during periodic external 

reviews of the German Accreditation CoИБcil, ENQA aБd EQAR. OБe АВЕe facЗВЕ, Кhich iЖ cВБЖideЕed ЗВ add ВbjecЗiЙiЗМ aБd ЖЗЕeБgЗheБ Зhe iБЗegЕiЗМ Вf Зhe ageБcieЖ, iЖ Зhe ГaЕЗiciГaЗiВБ Вf diffeЕeБЗ ЖЗakehВldeЕ gЕВИГЖ iБ 
accreditation procedures and decision-АakiБg [͹, Г. ʹʹ]. ThiЖ cЕeaЗeЖ ǲa ЖМЖtem of 

checks and balances for collective oversight and thus make corrupt practices more difficИlЗǳ [Ͷ, Г. ͷͶ]. The АaiБ ЖЗakehВldeЕЖ Вf Зhe eЛЗeЕБal ДИaliЗМ aЖЖИЕaБce iБ higheЕ edИcaЗiВБ, i.e. ЕeГЕeЖeБЗaЗiЙeЖ Вf (E)Ж, ГЕВfeЖЖiВБal ГЕacЗice aБd eАГlВМeЕЖ 
aЖ Кell aЖ ЖЗИdeБЗЖ, aЕe iБЙВlЙed iБ F)BAAǮЖ КВЕk. F)BAA eБЖИЕeЖ faiЕ ЕeГЕeЖeБЗaЗiВБ Вf ЖЗakehВldeЕЖ iБ iЗЖ FВИБdaЗiВБ CВИБcil, accЕediЗaЗiВБ aБd aГГeal cВААiЖЖiВБЖ aЖ Кell aЖ eЛГeЕЗ gЕВИГЖ, Кhich ГЕВЙideЖ Зhe baЖiЖ fВЕ Кell-balanced 

decision-making procedures. The bodies and commissions of FIBAA are mostly 

international in their composition. 

FIBAA’s assessment of programmes and HEIs is based on the peer review ГЕВcedИЕe, Кhich iЖ Кell eЖЗabliЖhed iБ Зhe acadeАic ЖecЗВЕ. EЛГeЕЗЖ ȋГeeЕ 
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reviewers) play a central role in FIBAA’s accreditation procedures. They are iБЙВlЙed aЗ all ЖЗageЖ Вf ЗheЖe ГЕВcedИЕeЖ, fЕВА Зhe eЙalИaЗiВБ Вf Зhe Жelf-dВcИАeБЗaЗiВБ Вf Зhe (E), Зhe ВБ-ЖiЗe ЙiЖiЗ aБd Зhe ГЕeГaЕaЗiВБ Вf Зhe eЛГeЕЗ ЕeГВЕЗ, 
up to the fulfilment of conditions. The task of FIBAA experts is to assess the quality 

of a study programme or HEI and to decide whether accreditation should be 

recommended. The assessment is based on the documentation of the HEI and the 

results of the on-site visit. In order to be able to provide reliable evaluation of ДИaliЗМ aБd iБЗegЕiЗМ iБ ЖЗИdМ ГЕВgЕaААeЖ aБd (E)Ж, F)BAA ЗakeЖ all ЖИiЗable 
measures to ensure the impartiality of its experts. FIBAA experts are obliged do 

declare their impartiality in writing for every accreditation procedure they 

participate in. When composing expert groups for the accreditation procedures baЖed ВБ ЖГecialiЖЗ cЕiЗeЕia, F)BAA caЕЕieЖ ВИЗ a АВБiЗВЕiБg Вf iАГaЕЗialiЗМ Вf 
experts to be appointed. Partiality exists for instance if an expert has been 

employed by or has been enrolled as a student at an applicant HEI during the past МeaЕЖ, ВЕ if aБ eЛГeЕЗ haЖ ГaЕЗiciГaЗed iБ jВiБЗ ГЕВjecЗЖ КiЗh aБ aГГlicaБЗ (E) iБ Зhe ГaЖЗ МeaЕЖ, ВЕ if aБ eЛГeЕЗǯЖ deГaЕЗАeБЗ haЖ beeБ aИdiЗed bМ eАГlВМeeЖ Вf aБ 
applicant HEI during the past years. If some activities of an expert lead to ЖИbЖeДИeБЗ biaЖ iБ a cИЕЕeБЗ ГЕВcedИЕe, ЗhiЖ eЛГeЕЗ iЖ Вbliged ЗВ iБfВЕА F)BAA Вf 
this immediately. This leads to the expert’s immediate removal from the respective 

expert team. In accreditation procedureЖ, F)BAA ГЕВjecЗ АaБageЕЖ iБfВЕА (E)Ж Вf Зhe cВАГВЖiЗiВБ Вf eЛГeЕЗ ЗeaАЖ. )f ЗheЕe iЖ ЖИЖГecЗed biaЖ, Зhe (E) haЖ Зhe ЕighЗ ЗВ eЛГЕeЖЖ jИЖЗified cВБceЕБЖ ВБ Зhe cВАГВЖiЗiВБ Вf Зhe eЛГeЕЗ ЗeaА. )Б jИЖЗified caЖeЖ, 
FIBAA follows up by exchanging the expert in question. HEIs can not nominate 

experts for the particular procedures. 

The presence of established appeals mechanism in the practice of FIBAA also 

lowers the risk of misconduct in accreditation procedures and contributes to the 

integrity of FIBAA’s decisions. 

 

F)BAA’Ж cВБЗЕibИЗiВБ ЗВ acadeАic iБЗegЕiЗМ aЗ (E)Ж 
There is no doubt that one of the most important features of accreditation is 

that it is based on pre-determined and therefore transparent quality criteria. These cЕiЗeЕia, aЖ ЖЗaЗed iБ Зhe ESG, haЙe ЗВ be ǲeЛГliciЗ aБd ГИbliЖhedǳ [͹, Г. ͳͻ]. )Б ВЕdeЕ 
to make the studies offered by HEIs more transparent and comparable for the labВИЕ АaЕkeЗ, bИЖiБeЖЖ, ЖЗИdeБЗЖ aБd Зhe ИБiЙeЕЖiЗieЖ ЗheАЖelЙeЖ, F)BAA haЖ 
developed assessment guides for programme and insЗiЗИЗiВБal accЕediЗaЗiВБ, Кhich 
contain quality requirements in the form of questions and definitions of the 

benchmarks. These quality criteria are designed in line with recognized iБЗeЕБaЗiВБal gИideliБeЖ like Зhe ESG, Зhe EИЕВГeaБ QИalificaЗiВБЖ FЕaАeКВЕk ȋEQFȌ, Зhe ECTS UЖeЕЖ' GИide, Зhe LiЖbВБ RecВgБiЗiВБ CВБЙeБЗiВБ aБd ВЗheЕЖ. 
FIBAA assessment guides assist HEIs in accreditation procedures and serve as the 

basis for the generation of self-aЖЖeЖЖАeБЗ ЕeГВЕЗЖ bМ (E)Ж, Зhe eЛЗeЕБal 
assessment of study programmes by groups of experts during on-site visits as well 

as for the creation of accreditation reports by FIBAA expert teams. All information 

about FIBAA’s accreditation procedures and quality requirements as well as all 
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iАГВЕЗaБЗ dВcИАeБЗЖ, iБclИdiБg Зhe F)BAA aЖЖeЖЖАeБЗ gИideЖ, aЕe diЖГlaМed ВБ Зhe 
FIBAA website. 

The necessity to draw up a self-assessment report offers universities a good ВГГВЕЗИБiЗМ ЗВ ЕeflecЗ ИГВБ ЗheiЕ adАiБiЖЗЕaЗiЙe aБd ЖЗИdМ ГЕВceЖЖeЖ, cЕiЗicallМ 
analyzing their strengths and weaknesses. If the academic and administrative staff aЗ a (E) acЗiЙelМ ГaЕЗiciГaЗeЖ iБ Зhe ГЕeГaЕaЗiВБ Вf Зhe ЕeГВЕЗ, Зhe likelihВВd Вf ДИaliЗМ iАГЕВЙeАeБЗ aЗ a (E) iБcЕeaЖeЖ, ЖiБce Зhe cВАГeЗeБЗ ГЕВfeЖЖiВБalЖ КhВ aЕe 
in charge of implementing reform actions are diЕecЗlМ iБЙВlЙed [Ͷ, Г. ͷ͹]. 

At the core of FIBAA quality criteria lies the principle of “fitness of purpose ȋadeДИacМ Вf gВalЖȌ / fiЗБeЖЖ fВЕ ГИЕГВЖe ȋadeДИacМ Вf АeaБЖ ЗВ achieЙe ЗhiЖ gВalЖȌǳ. FiЕЖЗ, Зhe eЛГeЕЗЖ ВБ Зhe baЖiЖ Вf Зhe ЕeleЙaБЗ aЖЖeЖЖАeБЗ guide must aЖceЕЗaiБ ЗhaЗ Зhe ГИЕГВЖe Вf Зhe ЖЗИdМ ГЕВgЕaААe ВЕ Зhe (E), aЖ fВЕАИlaЗed bМ Зhe (E) iЗЖelf, iЖ cleaЕ aБd cВБЙiБciБg. TheБ, ЗheМ ГЕВЙe КheЗheЕ ЗheЖe ВbjecЗiЙeЖ caБ be achieЙed КiЗhiБ Зhe fЕaАeКВЕk Вf Зhe ЖЗИdМ ГЕВgЕaААe, Зhe ЖМЖЗeА Вf ЖЗЕaЗegic 

management or the quality management system of the HEI concerned. The FIBAA 

accreditation procedures based on this principle contribute to academic integrity 

of HEIs by ensuring that a HEI actually keeps the promises it has made in its 

mission and profile ЖЗaЗeАeБЗЖ, ЖЗaЗeАeБЗЖ ВБ leaЕБiБg ВИЗcВАeЖ Вf ЖЗИdМ ГЕВgЕaААeЖ, cВАГeЗeБceЖ ЗВ be acДИiЕed eЗc. 
The accreditation procedures of FIBAA address a wide range of issues related 

to academic integrity. FВЕ eЛaАГle, bМ aЖЖeЖЖiБg Зhe cЕiЗeЕiВБ ǲAdАiЖЖiВБǳ F)BAA experts have to ЙeЕifМ КheЗheЕ: ͳȌ ЗheЕe aЕe cleaЕlМ defiБed ЕИleЖ fВЕ adАiЖЖiВБ, Кhich aЕe ВbjecЗiЙe aБd faiЕ, ʹȌ Зhe adАiЖЖiВБ ЕeДИiЕeАeБЗЖ eБЖИЕe ЗhaЗ ВБlМ ЗhВЖe ЖЗИdeБЗЖ aЕe 
accepted who will most likely be able to acquire the degree in the appropriate ЗiАe, ͵Ȍ Зhe ЖelecЗiВБ ГЕВcedИЕe eБЖИЕeЖ ЗhaЗ – in case of many applications – the most 

qualified students are taken. 

In the procedures of FIBAA programme accreditation special attention is paid 

to the ethical aspects: it has to be verified that ethical implications are 

appropriately communicated in a study programme. 

FIBAA is also of the view that opportunities to practice scientific working 

methods are extremely important for the development of academic integrity. TheЕefВЕe, ИБdeЕ Зhe cЕiЗeЕiВБ ǲMeЗhВdЖ and scientific practice” FIBAA experts 

prove that students acquire methodological competences and are enabled to do 

scientific work on the required level. Students should also have enough time and 

opportunity to understand what good scientific practice means. In the procedures Вf accЕediЗaЗiВБ Вf PhD ГЕВgЕaААeЖ, F)BAA eЛГeЕЗЖ Бeed ЗВ aЖЖeЖЖ Зhe cЕiЗeЕiВБ 
“Science and Research Based Teaching” and verify that teaching presents the cИЕЕeБЗ ЖЗaЗИЖ Вf ЖcieБЗific kБВКledge iБ accВЕdaБce КiЗh ВbjecЗiЙeЖ Вf Зhe 
programme and takes into account the associated relevant research. SiБce Зhe field Вf eЛaАiБaЗiВБ iЖ ВfЗeБ eЛГВЖed ЗВ Зhe ЕiЖk Вf diЖhВБeЖЗМ, F)BAA 
experts always scrutinize the corresponding regulations of the HEIs. They prove 

whether 1) examination requirements are in accordance with the desired ДИalificaЗiВБ leЙel, ʹȌ fiБal ЗheЖeЖ aЕe eЙalИaЗed baЖed ВБ ГЕeЙiВИЖlМ ГИbliЖhed aБd cВheЕeБЗlМ aГГlied cЕiЗeЕia, ЕИleЖ, aБd ГЕВcedИЕeЖ, ͵Ȍ ЖЗИdeБЗЖǯ abiliЗМ ЗВ dВ 
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scientific work and the achievement of the study programme’s qualification ВbjecЗiЙeЖ aЕe ЕeliablМ aЖceЕЗaiБed. )З haЖ ЗВ be ЙeЕified ЗhaЗ ЖЗИdМ aБd eЛaА 
regulations are legally binding and contain all necessary rules and procedures. WiЗh ЕeЖГecЗ ЗВ Зhe eЛaАiБaЗiВБ ГЕВcedИЕeЖ fВЕ PhD ГЕВgЕaААeЖ, iЗ haЖ ЗВ be 

verified that 1) examinations are composed in such a manner that the achieved ДИalificaЗiВБЖ aБd cВАГeЗeБcieЖ caБ be deЗeЕАiБed aБd aЖЖeЖЖed, ʹȌ ceЕЗificaЗeЖ Вf 
achievement aim for a systematic understanding of the research discipline and the 

control of Зhe ЕeЖeaЕch АeЗhВdЖ Кhich aЕe aГГlied iБ ЗhiЖ field Вf ЕeЖeaЕch, ͵Ȍ 
certificates of achievement are aimed at a contribution of research which expands Зhe fЕВБЗieЕЖ Вf kБВКledge aБd КiЗhЖЗaБdЖ a БaЗiВБal/iБЗeЕБaЗiВБal aЖЖeЖЖАeБЗ 
carried out by scientists. 

FIBAA regards the feasibility of study workload as an important condition for 

academic integrity. Studies show that students often plagiarize and cheat because Вf ЗiАe ГЕeЖЖИЕe. ThИЖ, dИЕiБg Зhe F)BAA ГЕВgЕaААe accЕediЗaЗiВБ ГЕВcedИЕeЖ iЗ 
has to be verified that students can complete their studies in time with an average 

study time of 40 hours per week (full-time) due to adequate admission ЕeДИiЕeАeБЗЖ, cleaЕ ЖЗЕИcЗИЕe Вf Зhe cИЕЕicИlИА, eЙeБ diЙiЖiВБ aБd ЕegИlaЕ eЙalИaЗiВБ Вf ЖЗИdМ КВЕklВad, adeДИaЗe fЕeДИeБcМ aБd ВЕgaБiЖaЗiВБ Вf eЛaАЖ, 
provision of guidance and counseling. 

FIBAA experts also pay attention to the equality of students’ opportunities in 

the study process. It has to be verified that gender equality and non-discrimination 

at HEIs are ensured. 

Appropriate supervision of students and postgraduates by teachers is a 

significant condition for a good quality of examinations and final papers and can 

prevent fraud. A high quality of students’ supervision and support requires 

adequate staffing of the uniЙeЕЖiЗieЖ. UБdeЕ Зhe cЕiЗeЕia ЕelaЗed ЗВ Зhe ЖЗЕИcЗИЕe, 
quantity and qualification of faculty FIBAA proves whether 1) the structure and 

number of the faculty correspond to the programme requirements and ensure that 

the students reach the intended qualificaЗiВБ ВbjecЗiЙeЖ, ʹȌ Зhe ДИalificaЗiВБ Вf Зhe facИlЗМ ȋacadeАic, ЖcieБЗific aБd ГedagВgical/ didacЗical ДИalificaЗiВБ, ГЕacЗical eЛГeЕieБceȌ cВЕЕeЖГВБdЖ ЗВ Зhe ЕeДИiЕeАeБЗЖ aБd ВbjecЗiЙeЖ Вf Зhe ЖЗИdМ ГЕВgЕaААe, ͵Ȍ ВbjecЗiЙe aБd faiЕ ГЕВcedИЕeЖ Вf ЕecЕИiЗing academic staff are in 

place. Experts also check if student support is an integral part of the services ГЕВЙided bМ Зhe facИlЗМ, aЖ Кell aЖ if iЗ iЖ ВffeЕed ВБ a ЕegИlaЕ baЖiЖ aБd ЖeЕЙeЖ ЗВ helГ ЖЗИdeБЗЖ ЖЗИdМ ЖИcceЖЖfИllМ. WiЗh ЕegaЕd ЗВ PhD ЖЗИdeБЗЖ, it has to be verified 

that: 1) being allocated to a supervisor or assessor both in fact and in law secures a cВБЗiБИal aБd iБЗeБЖiЙe ГЕВfeЖЖiВБal, АeЗhВdВlВgical aБd ЖcieБЗific ЖИГeЕЙiЖiВБ Вf Зhe dВcЗВЕal ЖЗИdeБЗЖ, ʹȌ cВЕЕeЖГВБdiБg ГlaББiБg iБ Зhe ЗiАe bИdget is ensured. TВdaМ, higheЕ edИcaЗiВБ iЖ iБcЕeaЖiБglМ iБЗeЕБaЗiВБal, aБd (E)Ж acЗiЙelМ ГИЕЖИe ГaЕЗБeЕЖhiГЖ КiЗh acadeАic iБЖЗiЗИЗiВБЖ, eБЗeЕГЕiЖeЖ aБd ВЗheЕ ВЕgaБiНaЗiВБЖ, Кhich АeaБЖ, aАВБg ВЗheЕ ЗhiБgЖ, ЗhaЗ ГaЕЗЖ Вf ЖЗИdМ ГЕВgЕaААeЖ caБ be 
outsourced tВ Зhe eЛЗeЕБal ГaЕЗБeЕЖ КheБ iЗ cВАeЖ ЗВ iБЗeЕБЖhiГЖ, ЖeАeЖЗeЕ abЕВad ВЕ jВiБЗ ГЕВgЕaААeЖ. GeБeЕallМ, ЗhiЖ iЖ a cВААeБdable ЗЕeБd, fЕВА Кhich a ЖЗИdМ ГЕВceЖЖ caБ deЕiЙe gЕeaЗ beБefiЗ. FВЕ ЗhiЖ ЗВ КВЕk ГЕВГeЕlМ, iЗ haЖ ЗВ be ЙeЕified 
during the FIBAA accrediЗaЗiВБ, ЗhaЗ iБ caЖe ЗhaЗ ВЗheЕ acadeАic iБЖЗiЗИЗiВБЖ ВЕ 
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ВЕgaБiНaЗiВБЖ cВБdИcЗ ГaЕЗЖ Вf Зhe ЖЗИdМ ГЕВgЕaААe, Зhe (E) eБЖИЕeЖ ЗhaЗ Зhe 
necessary quality standards are met.  AЖ АeБЗiВБed abВЙe, eЙalИaЗiВБЖ bМ diffeЕeБЗ ЖЗakehВldeЕ gЕВИГЖ ГЕВЙide a 
comprehenЖiЙe ЙieК aЗ a ЖЗИdМ ГЕВgЕaААe ВЕ (E). AddiЗiВБallМ, eЙalИaЗiВБ bМ 
external actors can give an entirely independent feedback on the strong and weak ГВiБЗЖ Вf Зhe ГЕВgЕaААe ВЕ iБЖЗiЗИЗiВБ. TheЕefВЕe, F)BAA iЖ cВБЙiБced ЗhaЗ aБ 
effective quality management system within a HEI always embraces evaluation by ЖЗakehВldeЕЖ. TheЕefВЕe, КiЗh ЕeЖГecЗ ЗВ Зhe iБЗeЕБal ДИaliЗМ aЖЖИЕaБce, F)BAA eЛГeЕЗЖ ГЕВЙe ЗhaЗ eЙalИaЗiВБЖ bМ ЖЗИdeБЗЖ, facИlЗМ aБd eЛЗeЕБal gЕВИГЖ ȋalИАБi, 
employers and third parties) are carried out on a regular basis and in accordance КiЗh a ГЕeЖcЕibed ГЕВcedИЕe, aБd ЗhaЗ Зhe ВИЗcВАeЖ Вf ЗheЖe eЙalИaЗiВБЖ aЕe 
communicated and provide input for the quality development process. FВllВКiБg Зhe gИideliБe Вf Зhe ESG [͹, Г. ʹͲ], F)BAA ГИbliЖheЖ fИll accЕediЗation ЕeГВЕЗЖ ВБ iЗЖ КebЖiЗe, Кhich iЖ a ǲБeceЖЖaЕМ cВБdiЗiВБ ЖВ ЗhaЗ ДИaliЗМ aЖЖИЕaБce caБ ГeЕfВЕА iЗЖ accВИБЗabiliЗМ fИБcЗiВБ aБd ГЕВЙide iБfВЕАaЗiВБ ЗВ Зhe ГИblicǳ [Ͷ, Г. ͷͺ]. OБ Зhe КhВle, accЕediЗaЗiВБ haЖ a gЕeaЗ ГВЗeБЗial ЗВ cВБЗЕibИЗe ЗВ acadeАic 
integrity at higher education institutions. It formulates or compiles for universities cЕiЗeЕia Вf gВВd ГЕacЗice, baЖed ВБ Зhe aИЗhВЕiЗaЗiЙe iБЗeЕБaЗiВБal aБd БaЗiВБal 
standards and requirements. Independent experts on behalf of accreditation 

agencies evaluate the delivery of education services with regard to the quality 

criteria. Agencies make information on universities and study programmes public ЖВ ЗhaЗ Зhe ЗЕaБЖГaЕeБcМ Вf higheЕ edИcaЗiВБ iБcЕeaЖeЖ. AЗ Зhe ЖaАe ЗiАe, 
universities will always remain central to preventing academic misconduct and 

ensuring integrity. A good way to reach these goals is to develop a “compliance cИlЗИЕeǳ [Ͷ, Г. ͷʹ] КiЗhiБ Зhe ИБiЙeЕЖiЗieЖ, КheЕebМ Зhe cВААiЗАeБЗ ЗВ ЗhiЖ cИlЗИЕe 
should be translated into the relevant internal structures and processes of the 

HEIs. 
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